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voyages of the period. Some extracts have been published by French authors,1 but the manuscripts are not easily accessible. La Rochelle also possesses sixteenth-century records. Those of Dieppe, a port that was then likewise very active, are said to have been destroyed by an English bombardment in the wars of William III and Louis XIV. It is to France, quite as much as to Spain and Portugal, that the attention of investigators of early oceanic history should be directed.
1 For specimens of the material see particularly E. Gosselin, Documents pour servir a I'histoire de la marine normande, Rouen, 1876. Some general guidance may be derived from P. Gaffarel, Histoire du Br6silfrangais au sdzj&m siecle, Paris, 1878, and G. de la Ronciere, Histoire de la marine frangaise, Vol. ni.